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September 1, 2020

Mr. Jeffrey P. Bezos
President, Chief Executive Officer,
 and Chairman of the Board
Amazon.com, Inc.
410 Terry Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109

Dear Mr. Bezos,

We represent Jewish rabbinic leaders in synagogues, schools and 
rabbinical seminaries across the United States. We know that you 
received a recent letter from members of the House of Representatives 
regarding the “hate map” compiled by the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC), which they characterized as biased against “conservative 
voices.” We write to highlight the fact that the SPLC “hate map” is 
uniquely detrimental and even dangerous to the Jewish community, and 
to urge you directly to terminate the association of your generous 
AmazonSmile charity-support program with the SPLC and its “hate 
map.”

As you have already heard, the SPLC “hate map” list evidences an 
agenda-driven standard for “hate groups” which is unfair, unreasonable,
and biased. While the SPLC is careful not to denigrate the Bible or 
other religious texts directly, it frequently vilifies groups based upon 
nothing more than their advocacy for biblically based beliefs about 
sexual and family ethics that were uncontroversial a generation or two 
ago. Notably, groups which falsely paint others as “homophobic,” 
“transphobic,” and “bigoted” simply for retaining traditional beliefs are 
not categorized as hateful by the SPLC.

Of perhaps even greater concern is the SPLC’s inexplicable omission of
groups which ally with international terror organizations, openly glorify
murder under the guise of “resistance,” and frequently descend into 
clearly anti-Semitic expression. The SPLC specifically avoids 
identifying radical Islamic groups as the leading source of modern-day 
anti-Semitic violence, instead identifying anti-Semitism as 
characteristic of a variety of supremacist and separatist groups that does
not include radical Islam or Islamic terror organizations. 

The SPLC even partners with the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations, which — according to both the FBI and a Federal Judge — 
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once conspired to provide material support to Hamas, an internationally-recognized terrorist 
group with beliefs rooted in radical Islam and genocidal anti-Semitism written into its charter. 

It should come as no surprise that the SPLC falsely stamps numerous groups as “anti-Muslim” 
and hateful because they call attention to the dangers of Islamic terrorism — even including those
whose founders or family members thereof have been directly victimized by that same Islamic 
terror. The SPLC paid millions of dollars to settle a defamation lawsuit, after they labeled a 
reformed Muslim extremist an “anti-Muslim extremist.” It would be comical, were the 
consequences not so deadly serious.

According to the SPLC, Christians can only incite hate, and Muslims can only be its victims. Yet 
more Jews have been murdered in the past 50 years due to radical Islamic terror organizations 
than all those groups that the SPLC does mention — combined. This level of dishonesty directly 
endangers the Jewish community.

Far from fighting hate, the SPLC has descended into hateful conduct itself. Indeed, the hate map 
has already been employed by a domestic terrorist to identify innocents to murder. And its 
association with AmazonSmile denies needed funding from groups that fight terrorism and the 
murders that are terror’s primary tactic.

On behalf of the Jewish community and all who share concern for our lives and safety, we urge 
you to immediately terminate any association between Amazon Smile and the SPLC.

Yours Sincerely,

Rabbi Pesach Lerner Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld
President Vice-President, Coalition for Jewish Values
Coalition for Jewish Values Rabbi, Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills
Far Rockaway, NY Queens, NY

Rabbi Steven Pruzansky Rabbi Dov Fischer
Eastern Regional Vice-President, CJV Western Regional Vice-President, CJV
Rabbi Emeritus, Cong. Bnai Yeshurun Rabbi, Young Israel of Orange County
Teaneck, NJ and Modi’in, Israel Irvine, CA

Rabbi Avrohom Gordimer Rabbi Yaakov Menken
Chairman, Rabbinic Circle Managing Director
Coalition for Jewish Values Coalition for Jewish Values
New York, NY Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Jacob Klass Rabbi Mendy Mirocznik
Presidium Chairman Executive Vice President
Rabbinical Alliance of America Rabbinical Alliance of America
Brooklyn, NY Brooklyn, NY
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Rabbi Moshe Abramowitz Rabbi Yitzchak Adlerstein
President and Rosh Kahal Editor
Cong. Bais Yitzchok Chevra Thilim Cross-Currents
Elizabeth, NJ Los Angeles, CA and Jerusalem, Israel

Rabbi Moshe Averick Rabbi Mordechai Becher
Instructor Instructor
Ohr Lagolah Teacher Training Institute Yeshiva University
Chicago, IL New York, NY

Rabbi Gideon Benyowitz Rabbi Sam Biber
Instructor Rabbi
Torah Institute Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation
Baltimore, MD Chicago, IL

Rabbi Eli Biegeleisen Rabbi Chesky Blau
Senior Rabbi Director of Government Affairs
Lido Beach Synagogue Congregation Bobov 45
Lido Beach, NY Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Elchonon Butrimovitz Rabbi Mitchell Cohen
Menahel Chaver HaKollel
Yeshiva Ohr Simcha Torah LIFE Institute
Englewood, NJ Cleveland Heights, OH

Rabbi Mordchai  Cohen Rabbi Emanuel Feldman
Menahel / Administrator Rabbi Emeritus
Yeshivas Tiferes Hatorah Beth Jacob Congregation
Baltimore, MD Atlanta, GA

Rabbi Yitzchok Frankel Rabbi Alan Friedlander
Rabbi Instructor
Agudath Israel of the Five Towns Yeshiva Yaakov Ovenu
Cedarhurst, NY Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Yehuda Gelman Rabbi Jonah Gewirtz
Executive Director Senior Advisor
Bnos Esther Malka Star-K Kosher Certification
Lakewood, NJ Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt Rabbi Chaim Glazer
Assistant Rabbi Rabbi 
Young Israel of Woodmere Tzedoka V’Chesed
Woodmere, NY Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Chaim Goldenberg Rabbi Yitzchak Goldstein
Instructor CFO
Akiva Academy Shiras Chaim / Moreshes Bais Yaakov
Calgary, Alberta, Canada Lakewood, NJ



Rabbi Saul Gold Rabbi Ira Greenspun
Rabbi Emeritus Instructor
Young Israel of Ave. U Young Israel of Staten Island
Brooklyn, NY Staten Island, NY

Rabbi Yonah Gross Rabbi Mark Gruenstein
Rabbi Rabbi
Congregation Beth Hamedrosh Young Israel of Bal Harbour
Wynnewood, PA Surfside, FL

Rabbi Yehoshua S. Hecht Rabbi Melech Hoffman
President Rabbi
Rabbinical Council of CT The Jewish Flame
Norwalk, CT New Rochelle, NY

Rabbi Yaakov Homnick Rabbi Naftali Jacobs
President Chaver HaKollel
Marbeh Chaim Mesivta Torah Vodaath
Miami, FL Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Eli Kadi Rabbi Aaron Kagan
Rabbi Director
Congregation Ohel Shalom Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Brooklyn, NY Denver, CO

Rabbi Yisroel Kahan Rabbi David Kallus
Executive Director President
Oizrim Jewish Council Bais Tefilla Yona Avraham
Monsey, NY Englewood, NJ

Rabbi Yerachmiel Karr Rabbi Dovid Katz
Executive Director Director
Yeshiva Ktana of Waterbury Rabbinical Alliance of America
Waterbury, CT Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Nachi Klein Rabbi Zev Kogel
Rabbi Director
Young Israel of Northridge Bnos Orchos Chaim
Northridge, CA Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Yitzchak Kolakowski Rabbi Yossi Kurant
Rabbi and Chaplain Director
Cong. Chavos Yair Koblentz Tiferes Nosson Tzvi
Kauneonga Lake, NY Union, NJ

Rabbi Joel Landau Rabbi Eliezer Langer
Rabbi Rabbi Emeritus
Adath Israel Schomre Israel Congregation
San Francisco, CA Poughkeepsie, NY



Rabbi Pinchos Lipschutz Rabbi Ronald Lowinger
Rabbi President
Congregation Bais Bracha Congregation Zichron Meir Moshe
Lakewood, NJ Lawrence, NY

Rabbi Yaniv Meirov Rabbi Jochanan Davis
CEO Instructor and Supervisor
Chazaq: Building a Stronger Future Academy of Kosher Supervision
Flushing, NY Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Moshe Melamed Rabbi Yaakov Meyer
Director Rabbi
Bais Tziporah Aish of the Rockies
Brooklyn, NY Greenwood Village, CO

Rabbi Joshua Mishkin Rabbi Yitzchak Moeller
Chaver HaKollel Principal
Kehilas Bnei Torah Belz Cheder
Allentown, PA and Jerusalem, Israel Pomona, NY

Rabbi Yechezkel Moskowitz Rabbi Binyomin Newmark
President Director
Chovevei Zion Batya Girls
New York, NY Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Ephraim Nisenbaum Rabbi Daniel Nosenchuk
Rabbi Supervisor
Waxman Torah Center Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
Cleveland, OH Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi Yaakov Novograd Rabbi Daniel Olgin
Chazan and Instructor Director
Etz Chaim Center Maimonides Society of Ohio
Baltimore, MD Cleveland, OH

Rabbi Shmuel Paler Rabbi Moshe B. Parnes
Assoc. Director of Development Rosh Kollel
Hatzolah of Lakewood Hollywood Community Kollel
Lakewood, NJ Hollywood, FL

Rabbi Menachem Pinck Rabbi Avrom Pollak
Director President
The Minyan at Bancroft Star-K Kosher Certification
Baltimore, MD Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Aaron Reichel Rabbi Refael Ribacoff
Administrator Rabbi
Harry & Jane Fischel Foundation Beth Gavriel Center
New York, NY Forest Hills, NY



Rabbi Yaakov Rich Rabbi Shaya Richmond
Rabbi Rabbi 
Congregation Toras Chaim Congregation Aitz Chaim
Dallas, TX West Palm Beach, FL

Rabbi Gil Rosen Rabbi David Roth
Rabbi Catalog Administrator
Or Olam National Library of Israel
Milwaukee, WI Jerusalem, Israel

Rabbi Zorach Meir Salasnik Rabbi Ben-Zion Saydman
Rabbi Emeritus Rabbi 
Bushey Synagogue Tree of Life Heritage Foundation
Bushey, United Kingdom Lake Forest, CA

Rabbi Naftuli Schlussel Rabbi Chaim Schochet
Instructor Director
Congregation Bobov Center for Jewish Studies
Brooklyn, NY Providence, RI

Rabbi Ariel Schochet Rabbi Laib Schulman
Executive Director Rosh Mesivta
Ateres Bais Yaakov Academy Mesivta Ne’imus Hatorah
New Hempstead, NY Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Tzvi G. Schur Rabbi Hayim Schwartz
Chaplain Secretary
Johns Hopkins Hospital Vaad HaRabonim of Queens
Baltimore, MD Flushing, NY

Rabbi Reouven Sebbag Rabbi Jonathan Aryeh Seidemann
Instructor Rabbi 
Torah Academy of Boston Kehilath B’nai Torah Congregation
Brighton, MA Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Sholom Shuchat Rabbi Aryeh Shulman
Rabbinical Chief Judge Rosh Kollel
New York Bet Din Ateres Ami
New York, NY Chicago, IL

Rabbi Eli Shulman Rabbi Yaakov Shulman
Rabbi Rabbi 
Young Israel of Midwood Congregation Talmud Torah of Flatbush
Brooklyn, NY Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Yehoshua Singer Rabbi Ze’ev Smason
Rabbi Rabbi
Am HaTorah Congregation Nusach Hari B’nai Zion Congregation
Bethesda, MD St. Louis, MO



Rabbi Elchanan Stern Rabbi Aaron Tendler
Chaver HaKollel Rabbi
Torah LIFE Institute Owings Mills Torah Center
Cleveland Heights, OH Owings Mills, MD

Rabbi Yitzchak Tendler Rabbi Gedalia Walls
Executive Director Instructor
Congregation Beth Jacob Silver Spring Jewish Center / ILP
Atlanta, GA Silver Spring, MD

Rabbi Mark Weiner Rabbi Mordechai Weissmann
Chaplain (LTC) Educational Director
U.S. Army (Ret.) Machon Menoras Hachochmah
Chicago, IL Baltimore, MD

Rabbi Meyer Weitman Rabbi Yehuda Wiener
President Manager
Agudath Israel of Midwood Yeshiva of Spring Valley
Brooklyn, NY Suffern, NY

Rabbi Yosef Wikler Rabbi Yitz Wyne
Director Rabbi 
Kashrus Institute Young Israel Aish of Los Vegas
Lakewood, NJ Las Vegas, NV

Rabbi Moshe Zeines Rabbi Chaim Goldberger
Administrator Rabbi Emeritus
Yeshiva Gedolah of South Jersey Kenesseth Israel Congregation
Lakewood, NJ Minneapolis, MN


